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Captains Log 03.15.2024 

 Captains and Crew of the Blackwater Pyrates, here we are smack in the middle of 

March. The Gulf Coast Renaissance Faire (GCRF) was a resounding success and to all the 

Volunteers, I say Thank You!  

 Goober reported that we adopted out 29 sheets of ducks over the weekend and once 

again made our mark on the GCRF. The sights and sounds were interesting and the vendors 

and displays delivered again but once more the live jousting stole the show along with the 

belly dancers next to us at our location. 

 Saturday started off foggy but it didn’t slow down our volunteers, I want to thank 2 

Noodles, Captain Fins Up and Goober, along with and in no particular order, the Saturday 

crew, Hands, Frenchie, Big Al, Woody, Lady Mary, Flossie, Coop, Lovie, B, Stormie, Blas 

(our crowd salesman on Saturday), Fancy Nancy, Dollar Bill, Orion, Zatara and Firecracker.  

 Our Sunday weather was much better and our crew consisted of Devil Rae, Bearclaw, 

Lady Red, Benito Del Soto, Salty Bacon, Half Pint, Captain Fins Up, Goober, Coral Reef, Big 

Al, Woody and Hands who pitched in for breaking down and Ladybelle who introduced me to 

the vendor selling Pyrate attire…...thank you Devil Rae for looking out for me!!!   

 I sent out some news about The Hangar being sold and that nothing will be different for 

our meetings every month.  Slim Shady also shared news that the Avalon Bowling Alley had 

been purchased as well!! Lots of good news for our local economy.  

 I had the privilege of awarding SasSea the Blackwater Bones Achievement Award for 

her outstanding work during her tenure as the Duck Diva.  

 Big Al set up a kids events station at the GCRF in front of The Pearl and the reception 

from kids and parents was overwhelming!! Teaching youngsters proper boater safety and 

keeping our rivers clean fits right in to our core missions. Good job Big Al! 

  



  

 

 Moving forward, we set our sights on our next general membership meeting. Our Duck 

Committee will be out in force handing out duck adoption sheets to every Pyrate. I ask that 

every Pyrate adopt out one or two sheets of Ducks. Every Pyrate that attends the meetings 

and adopts out two sheets will help us meet our goal of adopting 6000 ducks again this year.  

 Remember, this is our only fundraiser and the more involved we get the better the end 

result.  

 Duck King and Committee will design a shirt and Merchandise will offer for sale as 

soon as we get the design finalized. I ask that if you want one please sign up and be ready to 

pay when they arrive. My goal is to keep costs down and inventories low, so if you want one 

please pre-order from Bearclaw. 

 We will also hold a fire sale for the 2023 Duck Race shirts and some other gear at our 

March 20th General Meeting. Bearclaw will sell them at $5 each.    

 A final word about getting involved in our Pyrate events, I deeply appreciate the turn-

out at the GCRF and without our volunteers we would not have enjoyed the success we had. 

That being said Crew, more is better, much more is way better. Get involved and have fun!! 

We have more than enough members to cover every need that we have.  

 I will start attaching the calendar to the newsletter starting with this one but circle 20 

April 2024 for our next big core mission event, The Lower River Cleanup. Hands is our 

Event Leader and I understand that we will have some College Students joining us to help 

out. Reach out to Hands at our next meeting and sign up. We will need help in every aspect 

of the clean up. 

 Thank you all, for your involvement in the Pyrates and remember that we are Pyrates 

with a Purpose and the Guardians of the Blackwater River!!  

Captain Stewburner 



Left: Captain Stewburner 

presents the Blackwater 

Bones Achievement Award to 

SasSea, for serving as our 

Duck Diva for 5 years. Sas-

Sea, along with her Duck 

Committee was responsible 

for raising the total number 

of ducks adopted to 6000! 

Along with Captain Murky’s 

name, Sasea’s will be added 

to the plaque on display at 

City Hall. 

Below: Our new Duck King, 

Goober, hard at work during  

the 2024 Gulf Coast Renais-

sance Faire.    



Woody was teaching the 

kiddos about Boater Safety 

and River Cleanup, a pro-

ject that Big Al started to 

educate youngsters about 

our river and some tips on 

boater safety. These are 

key elements of our core 

missions. The event was a 

resounding success with 

parents and kids thrilled 

about the chance to proper-

ly put on lifejackets and a 

chance to walk the plank. 

Hands, 2 Noodles and 

Goober getting Stewie set 

up and ready to go for the 

Gulf Coast Renaissance 

Faire. This is where we 

need our volunteers 

Pyrates, setting up and 

breaking down! 



Top Left: Blas working the 

crowds. Top Right: Captain 

Boot and Peaches looking on. 

 

 

Left: Lady Mary and Big Al 

setting up the Kids events. 



The Crew from Saturday, taking 

time out for a quick picture!! 

 

 

B and Frenchie getting orga-

nized!  Fancy Nancy and 

Woody in the background. 



Fancy Nancy and Lovie up to no 

good I’m sure.  

Blas working a 

tough crowd…... 

 

 

 

 

Ladybelle and 

Bearclaw working 

hard????? 



Lady Red pulls off a mean 

impersonation of Stewey 

as Zatara looks on in awe 

of her acting skills. Lady 

Red and Zatara walked 

about the crowds and en-

couraged Faire goers to 

visit the Duck Table and 

adopt some Ducks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Captain Fins Up brought 

the Duck Mobile out to 

drum up business during 

the Renaissance Faire, 



   COXSWAINS     

CORNER 
          WEAR IT! 
While the Duck Committee and volunteers were busy adopting 

ducks at the Renaissance Fair, Big Al, Lady Mary and their vol-

unteers were teaching youngsters the importance of Life Jack-

ets, why they need to wear them around the water, and how 

to properly put them on and adjust them.  They also learned 

about Type IV PFDs (throwable) and were given the challenge 

to “Walk the Plank and Save a Pyrate” in distress by tossing a 

buoyant cushion. 

In all ~250 kids learned a valuable lesson in how to stay safe 

around the water, got a Tootsie Pop for their efforts, and were 

able to sign their name to the Junior Pyrate Hall of Fame 

(infamy). 

Nearly all of the 250 kids understood that when around the 

water, life jackets are a required thing, and only a few didn’t 

want to don them.  If we played the game with adults, what 

would the percentages be?  Most of us have a markedly differ-

ent attitude, until it is too late! 

We could all learn a serious lesson from the kids! 

 Know how to put one on 

 Find one that fits and is comfortable. 

 Wear It – they don’t do any good if stowed in a locker or under 

a seat! 

Keep Boatin’ and Stay Safe - Woody 




