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2022 Upper River Clean Up 
The Upper River Clean Up is scheduled annually in September. The cleanup area can vary slightly 

through the years, and depending on Mother Nature, it can be a difficult event to complete. 

September is peak hurricane season and Florida tends to be a hurricane magnet. 

Over the past couple of years, 

Mother Nature has sort of created 

obstacles for us. Specifically, in 

2020 hurricane Sally came ashore 

just west of us in Gulf Shores, Al. 

Although only a category 2 

hurricane, Sally created plenty of 

concern in our area with excessive 

rain and winds. Although not really 

Pyrate-like, the Blackwater Pyrates 

determined that we should act 

safely and responsibly and chose to 

delay the clean up for another year.  

The 2021 Atlantic hurricane season 

was the third most active on 

record, producing 21 named storms 

and becoming the second season in 

a row in which the designated 21 

name list of storm names was 

exhausted. These storms created a 

major disruption in the water level 

and current intensity on the 

Blackwater River. Another “wash 

out” for Upper River Clean Up. 
Satellite view of Hurricane Sally as it makes landfall in 2020 



2022 Upper River Clean Up 
 Consequently, the 2022 Upper 

River Clean Up became the first 

to be completed in the last 3 

years. And what an event it 

became. We had 4 trailers/RV’s 

occupying 5 campsites at the 

Blackwater River State Park. 10 

Pyrates spent the evenings 

around the campfire telling 

stories of days gone by. There 

may even have been a little 

alcohol involved. 

Friday before the actual 

complete river clean up event, 

Captain Murky organized a 

smaller group of Kayak and 

Canoe adventurers. They set out on an 

abbreviated version of the clean up and they 

gathered and removed about 6 large garbage bags 

of trash from the river, as more of an advance 

search party. 

Saturday, an energetic group of about 12 Pyrates set 

sail, canoes and kayaks beneath them (mostly), at 

about 9 am. I would swear that I heard the Gilligan's 

Island theme song playing in the background. You 

know, a 3 hour tour.  6 hours later, the adventure on 

the waterways came to an end and a truck load of 

trash was removed from the river.  

This hearty group of explorers rode the current of 

the Blackwater River and cleared all forms of 

rubbish that they came upon. Along the way they 

took the time to teach rookie kayakers (Capt Lucky) 

the proper way to stay afloat.  

Pepperhead, Capt Murky, Bear Claw, Sandy Bottom, Devil Rae, SasSea 

and Leatherneck prepare to camp at the Blackwater River State Park 

Bear Claw demonstrates starting a fire with Doritos 



2022 Upper River Clean Up 

Saturday’s event was once again coordinated by Captain Murky. His expertise on the waterways was 

extremely beneficial and necessary. The voyage was approximately 6 hours in length, and the weather 

could not have been more perfect.  

Our 12 hearty souls set out on their adventure around 9 am with one thought in mind. Clean up our 

beautiful waterway while enjoying the day. With that thought in mind, the day was a complete success. 

Pyrates inspecting their vessels and receiving a Safety Briefing before the Upper River Cleanup 

Pictured: T-Bone and Honey Badger, Sandy Bottom, Scuttlebutt and Nauti-Ann, Pepperhead, Bear Claw, Capt Lucky, Capt Murky, Long John 

Silver, Leatherneck and Hands preparing to depart on the Upper River Clean Up 



2022 Upper River Clean Up 

 
Leatherneck showing the way an experienced kayaker 

leisurely flows with the current 

A truck load of trash is removed from the river 

Scuttlebutt and Nauti Ann enjoy a river retreat 

Pepperhead cooling off in the river 



2022 Upper River Clean Up 

Long John Silver enjoys the day 

T-Bone and Honey Badger (front left). Sandy Bottom, Scuttlebutt, Nauti Ann, Pepperhead, Bear Claw, Cap Lucky, Capt Murky, Long John Silver, 

Leatherneck and Hands prepared for the 2022 Upper River Clean Up 

Without a great group of volunteers, none of the Blackwater Pyrates missions could be complete. The 

Upper River Clean Up is no exception. Pyrates with a Purpose!  

Leatherneck teaching Capt Lucky about Kayaks Lesson 2, getting back on the kayak Success!! 

T-Bone and Honey Badger...now 

you’re just showing off! 



2022 Hysterical Historic Presentation 

 



The Blackwater Pyrates captivate the crowd at the Bagdad Community Center 

2022 Hysterical Historic Presentation 

On Saturday, September 24th, the Blackwater Pyrates continued the tradition of entertaining the local 

community with a Historic Presentation. Almost 20 Pyrates, dressed in Antebellum era attire, gathered 

to present the “Lost Industries of the Blackwater River Area.” 

On this “Historic” day, the local business owners of 1830-1860 came together for a job fair. They 

interviewed prospective employees for jobs important to community during that time frame. 

Additionally, a few other locals were introduced.  

Store Owner (Lady Mary) talked about her store and how individuals bartered for supplies. Doc Brown 

(Wayward Teach) talked about the health care of the time period. The Narrator’s wife discussed the 

role of the women in the community and mostly at home. Confederate Soldier (Deacon Blues) spoke of 

the orders from Lt. Col. Beard to destroy everything of value during Beard’s Raid. The Preacher (Prickly 

Pear) talked about “Hell and Damnation”  and the evils of alcohol. County Commissioner Thomas Ates 

(Pepperhead) talked about the benefits of selling the panhandle of Florida. 

Additional presenters included the Narrator (Capt Lucky), Brick Recruiter Mrs. John Hunt (Flossy), Brick 

Job Seeker (Holler Legg), Brick Recruiter Mr. John Hunt (Greymane), Timber Industry Recruiter Mr. 

Joseph Forsyth (Stewey’s Dad), Sawmill Job Seeker (Woody), Ship Building Recruiter (Capt Boot), Ship 

Building Job Seeker (Fancy Nancy), Turpentine Recruiter’s Wife Mrs. David Faircloth (Two Mile), 

Turpentine Job Seeker (Capt Fins Up) and Turpentine Recruiter David Faircloth (Goober). Barnacle 

Bailey and Jay Conrad provided technical assistance. 

The event was a complete success and everyone went home educated and entertained. Mission 

complete! 



2022 Hysterical Historic Presentation 

Top Left; Brick Recruiter, Mrs. John Hunt (Flossy). Center; Turpentine Recruiter, David Faircloth 

(Goober). Top Right: Brick Job Seeker (Holler Legg). 

 

The Cast and Crew 

 

Bottom Left: Turpentine Job seeker (Capt Fins Up). Center: County Commissioner, Thomas Ates 

(Pepperhead), Bottom Right: Turpentine Recruiter’s Wife, Mrs. David Faircloth (Two Mile). 



2022 Hysterical Historic Presentation 

Top Left: Ship Building Recruiter (Capt Boot), Center: Confederate Soldier (Deacon Blues), 

Top Right: Timber Industry Recruiter, Mr. Joseph Forsyth (Stewey’s Dad) 

The Cast and Crew 

Bottom Left: Sawmill Job seeker (Woody). Center: Doc Brown (Wayward Teach),  

Bottom Right: Narrator’s Wife (Shhh) 



2022 Hysterical Historic Presentation 

Top Left: Ship Building Job Seeker (Fancy Nancy), Right: Director (Big Al) 

The Cast and Crew 

Bottom Left: Store Owner (Lady Mary), Right: Preacher (Prickly Pear) 



2022 Hysterical Historic Presentation 

The Cast and Crew 

Front Row from Left to Right: Capt Fins Up, Capt Boot,  

Big Al & Greymane 

Second Row: Deacon Blues, Two Mile, Prickly Pear, Holler Legg, 

Wayward Teach, Flossy, Shhh & Fancy Nancy 

Back Row: Stewey’s Dad, Barnacle Bailey, Pepperhead,  

Capt Lucky, Woody, Lady Mary & Goober 



2022 Skull Island Retreat 

Finally, we were able to celebrate our annual event with the 

Queen of Skull Island (Slimshady).  

Sunset at the 2022 Skull Island Retreat. Nothing more impressive 

than a bunch of Pyrates enjoying themselves at Skull Island. 

Hurricanes can’t scare us off! Yellow flies may carry us off but 

they won’t scare us off. This is how you party like a Pyrate! 

About 30 Pyrates, including 6 of the 8 Captains attended the 

event 

Saturday. 

Several 

new 

Pyrates 

also 

attended 

and were indoctrinated into the Crew of the 

Blackwater Pyrates. Thump and his band were 

the highlight of the evening playing music for 

several hours. 



2022 Skull Island Retreat 



2022 Skull Island Retreat 





Thank you 2022 Sponsors 

Cat Country 98.7 (in-kind) 

McKenzie Motors - Milton 

Admiral Level Sponsors $2500 

Captain Level Sponsors $1000 
Milton Animal Hospital - Dr. Loper 

Flow Control Plumbing – Jason & Tina Barnhill 

Billy Clark Bail Bonds 



Thank you 2022 Sponsors 

Advance Insurance 

Blackwater Bistro (in-kind) 

Edward Jones - Financial Advisor: Derek R. Park, AAMS 

Krewe of Airship Pirates (in-kind) 

Meraki Solar - Larry Klajbor 

Sonny’s BBQ (in-kind) 

Sorensen Rentals 

Texas Roadhouse - Milton 

Vinyl Planks 4 Less - Billy Yates 

First Mate Level Sponsors $500 



Thank you 2022 Sponsors 

2 Gauge Marine & Trailer, LLC 

3 Rivers Resource Conservation 
& Development Council 

Acuff ADR, LLC 

All-Pro Tune Up 

Angels Care Home Health 

Annie Bel’s Pet Services 

Arrow Embroidery  

Bailey Testing ($200) 

Blackwater Bay Tours – ($200) 

C&M Smith Mobile Notary 

Coastal Canvas of Pensacola 

Comprehensive Dental Center 

Denniels Monogramming 

Derrel’s Sewing of Pensacola 

Eagle Electric of Pensacola 

Eddie English Trailer Repair 

Edwards Pipe & Tobacco Shop 
– Tampa 

El Paso Restaurant 

Emerald Coast Automotive 

Eric Cabaniss – State Farm 

Fish the Bite 

Found It Homes 

Fusion Fine Wine & Spirits 

General Electric ($200) 

Gulf Coast Florida Beach 
Weddings 



Thank you 2022 Sponsors 

Gulf Coast Garage 

Gulf Coast LED Lighting 

Hanley’s Warehouse 

Hewes & Company  

HBM – Milton 

Howard Young Flooring 

Jones Fence 

Lakeside Ladies 

Leek Small Engine  

Ollies Neighborhood Grill 

Oops Alley - Pace 

Oscity Labs – Brewton 

Mason’s Restaurant 

McCombs Electric Htg & A/C 

Mike Ryan’s Truck & Auto  

Accessories 

Milton Garden Club ($300) 

Muddy Paws – Grooming by 
Haylee  

Nick Cote’s Transmission 

Paradise Screen Printing 

Pawpaw’s Small Engine  

Pensacola Bay Brewery 

Primerica Financial Services 

RM Integrations  

Return to Health - Milton 

Ritchey’s Service Center 

Riverwalk Hair Exhibit 



Thank you 2022 Sponsors 

Rollo’s Seafood 

Robert O. Beasly, P.A. 

Service Matters Property Management 

Team Hughes Real Estate School 

Tidy Clean & Restoration LLC 

Tops Appliance 

Truly Spokin Bicycles 

Waterworks Sprinkler Systems 


